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A photo essay and keepsake of our Special 
ȰBlack Historyȱ Service at St. TimothyȭÓ on 
Sunday February 20, 2011 

10.00am at the entrance of the church we prepared to start the service with our 

singing and dancing procession up the aisle to join the regular choir 

 

Once we were assembled at the head of the church and blended with the regular 

ŎƘƻƛǊΧ 
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Χƻur Minister, Rev. Alex Mitchell and our highly accomplished organist Louise 

Thompson, soon got into the act, singing and dancing along with the rest of the 

blended choir and the congregation. 

 

 

 

But we had help; we invited a special choir for the occasion. 
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The Ni Wewe Tu choral group: 

Ni Wewe Tu means ς LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ȅƻǳ (God) 

 

 

 

Members of the Ni Wewe Tu choral group as pictured above are: 

- Violet Turner  -  Trevor Turner   -  Hyacith Mason,    
- Elizabeth Afolabi   -  Rolex Braham   -  Pauline Halley  
- Gladys Williams   -  Winston Richards -  Phyllis Richards 
-  Violet Kelly   -  Immaculada Vieira -  Eleanor Savoury 
-  Cynthia Hayfon-Benjamin ŀƴŘΧ 
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on drums, Travis Turner. The ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ leader and adept musical talent, Fay Jarrett 

is on the piano. 
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Wonderful music filled our church to its rafters. 
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Our blended choir ς members of our African congregation and regular choir ς was 

led by one of our members, Baiye Orock 

 

 

 

The music was so moving, even when our blended choir was singing and dancing 

our songsΧ  
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ΧǘƘŜ bƛ ²ŜǿŜ ¢ǳ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ songs 

tooΧŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
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And when the Ni Wewe Tu group was singing and dancing, the blended choir was 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΧdancing and clapping their hands to the beat of the music. 
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During ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ time, Baiye Orock captivated the kids and congregation 

with a beautiful story. It was about early Sunday-morning-life back in Mbonge, 

Cameroon (Africa), when he was a child and his family was preparing to go to 

church and Sunday school; he told us how they would take a bath in the cool river 

and return home for breakfast before starting the walk to church with other kids.    

 

He pulled it all together with the story about άJonah and the whaleέ and then he 

taught the kids the song he learnt at his Sunday school back in Africa about Jonah. 

Together they sang: God did send JonahΧ to Nineveh 

Jonah thought thaǘΧ he could run away 

God did send a big fishΧ to swallow him 

So that JonahΧ went to Nineveh 

It was beautifulΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ .ŀƛȅŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾƻƛŎŜ. Some of the bigger kids in the 

front row clearly enjoyed it, including our Minister, Alex Mitchell, who in the 

photo above seems totally engrossed in the whole story. Thanks άhǊƻŎƪέ όBaiye). 
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A new wrinkle was used for this service. Rather than passing the plate for the 

offering up and down each row, the congregation (those who were able) walked 

and danced to the front of the church where they placed their offering in the 

plate, and returned to their seats by fanning out and around the outsides of the 

pewsΤ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ άLǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ IŀƭƭŜƭǳƧŀƘέ.  

 

 

 

No oƴŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎΧ 
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ΧŜspecially not the blended choir, who danced their way to the offering plate and 

back to their seats again. 

 

 

 

 

 

There were scripture readings by Dora Asomani of Ghana and Gertrude Peters of 

Liberia.  
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OLD TESTAMENT reading by Gertrude Peters: 

 Isaiah chapter 61: verses 8 to 11 on page 692   

8  For I the Lord love justice,  

I hate robbery and wrong doing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting covenant to them. 
 

9  Their descendants shall be known among the nations,  

and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge  

that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
 

10  I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 

11  For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise  

to spring up before all the nations 
 

EPISTLE reading by Dora Asomani: 

Galatians chapter 3: verses 26 to 29 on page 189  

26 -  For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 

 

27 -  As many of you as were baptized into Christ  

have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

 

28 -  There is no longer Jew or Greek,  

there is no longer slave or free,  
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there is no longer male and female;  

for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 

 

29 -  And if you belong to Christ,  

ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƻŦŦ-spring,  

heirs according to the promise. 

 

Gospel reading by our minister, Rev. Alex Mitchell:  

Luke 4:17-21 New Testament Page 61 

17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 

found the place where it was written: 

18 ά¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 

19 ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΦέ 

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The 

eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 

21 Then he began to say ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦǳƭŦƛƭled in 

ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΦέ  

wŜǾΦ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ sermon was well researched and well delivered. More to the 

point, it was especially appropriate and uplifting.  

He spoke about whether you are a hardcore biblical fundamentalist who believes 

that the Garden of Eden was a place on the African continent or a hardcore 

agnostic believer in natural selection and evolution, the one thing that these two 

world views agree on is the belief that all human life began in Africa.  

He also recalled that it was the Phoenicians/Africans who gave the world the first 

written alphabet. 
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IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΥ άSo why should we celebrate African Heritage month, Black History 

month within the Presbyterian church in Canada? We are a church that is striving 

to become more inclusive, to become more intercultural, and Black History 

Month provides us with a unique opportunity to learn more about the lives and 

legacies of our brothers and sisters ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŘŜǎŎŜƴǘΦέ  ΧŀƴŘ he went on to say 

that this month could also be a time for us as a congregation to make a 

commitment to becoming more culturally sensitive, more racially inclusive, more 

justice conscious.  

He concluded by suggesting that Black History is Canadian History and hoped that 

one day we will realize there is only one race, the human race, one family, the 

human family.    Reference to: www.blackhistorycanada.ca  

A final medley of songs by our visiting choir ς Ni Wewe Tu choral group got 

everyone on their feet again.  

 

http://www.blackhistorycanada.ca/

